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PARTY SYSTEM POLARIZATION INDEX
FOR CSES MODULES 1-4 COUNTRIES
Prepared by Russell J. Dalton (rdalton@uci.edu)
This is an expanded and updated version of the party system polarization data used in various CSES-based analyses. 
INTRODUCTION:

The associated Excel file provides a summary statistic of party system polarization in legislative elections for each of the CSES nations that include the requisite data. The index measures the spread of parties along the Left-Right scale (see Dalton 2008). Party systems with scores lower than 3 on the Freedom House democracy ratings are not included, and several nations lacked the required questions measuring party locations on the 10 point Left-Right scale. These election surveys are noted by blanks in the Excel file. 
The polarization index uses the public’s mean perception of a party’s Left-Right position in each nation, weighted by the vote share for each party. Original sampling weights were used for the survey data. In some instances, we estimated party vote shares when parties ran in an electoral alliance, or when electoral returns were incomplete.

The Polarization Index is calculated as:

PI=SQRT{Σ(party vote sharei)*([party L-R scorei – party system average L-R score]/5)2} 
 
(i represents individual parties).  

Party vote share is calculated as a percentage for parties represented in CSES data. Party system average L-R score is weighted by size of each party – i.e. Σ[(party vote sharei*party L-R scorei)/Σ(party vote sharei)], where the sum of party vote share falls short of 100 percent in some elections. The division by 5 is an arbitrary adjustment to center the index on the 0-10 scale. The resulting index has a range from 0 when all parties are located at the same position on the Left-Right scale to 10 when all parties are located at the extreme positions on the CSES Left-Right scale. A separate example excel file shows the calculation method for the Austrialian CSES I survey.
VARIABLES IN FILE:
COUNTRY

Name of the Country in CSES. 

MODULE

Module to which electoral study corresponds (1=Module I; 2= Module II, etc.)
YEAR

Year of the election study.
POLARIZATION INDEX
This index measures the ideological dispersion of parties along the Left-Right scale. Values theoretically range from 0) no polarization to 10) fully polarized at opposite poles on the Left-Right scale.
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