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2. eleitoral System

Electoral districts: primary, secondary e tertiary:

An electoral district is defined as a geographic area within which votes are counted and seats

allocated. If a district cannot be partitioned into smaller districts within which votes are counted and seats

allocated, it is called primary. If it can be partitioned into primary districts, and there is some transfer of

votes and/or seats from the primary districts to the larger district, then the larger district is called secondary.

If a district can be partitioned into secondary districts (again with some transfer of votes and/or seats), it is

called tertiary.

2.1 eleitoral System Type

Single segment systems: ? 

Multiple segments systems:

In some electoral systems, electoral segments are geographically nested but not otherwise related for

purposes of seat allocation. In Lithuania, for example, there are 71 single-member districts that operate under a

majority runoff system, and also a single nationwide district that operates under proportional representation (the

largest remainders method with the Hare quota). Neither votes nor seats from the single-member districts transfer

to the nationwide district. As the two voting counting processes are entirely independent (with voters casting a

ballot in each segment), the Lithuanian system has two segments.

Multiple tiers systems:

systems with multiple segments are different from systems with multiple tiers: In some systems, there is a

corrective tier to compensate for disproportionality in seat allocation. As seats in these corrective tiers are allocated

according to the 'original' vote totals, the number of tiers is independent of the number of segments.

	
	Single segment systems
	Multiple segments systems
	Multiple tiers systems

	
	Proportional Representation (PR)
	Majoritarian
	2 segments
	More than 2 segments
	2 tiers
	More than 2 tiers

	Germany
	
	
	X

	
	
	
	
	
	X
	

	Australia
	X
	
	

	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Belarus
	X
	
	

	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Bulgaria
	X
	
	

	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Canada
	X
	
	

	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Chile
	X
	
	

	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	South Korea
	
	X
	

	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Denmark
	
	
	X

	
	
	
	
	
	X
	

	Slovenia
	
	
	X

	
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	Spain
	X
	
	

	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	USA
	X
	
	

	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Great Britain
	X
	
	

	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Netherlands
	X
	
	

	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Hungary
	
	
	X

	
	
	
	
	
	X
	

	Iceland
	
	
	X

	
	
	
	
	
	X
	

	Israel
	
	X
	

	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Japan
	
	X
	

	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Lithuania
	
	X
	

	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Mexico
	
	
	X

	
	
	
	
	
	X
	

	Norway
	
	
	X

	
	
	
	
	
	X
	

	New Zealand
	
	
	X

	
	
	
	
	
	X
	

	Peru
	X
	
	

	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Poland
	X
	
	

	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Portugal
	X
	
	

	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Czech Republic
	X
	
	

	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Romania
	
	
	X

	
	
	
	
	
	X
	

	Russia
	
	X
	

	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Sweden
	
	
	X

	
	
	
	
	
	X
	

	Switzerland
	X
	
	

	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Tailand
	
	X
	

	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Taiwan
	
	X
	

	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Ukraine
	
	X
	

	
	
	
	X
	
	
	


2.2 Single segment systems

2.2.1 Electoral methods

	
	Proportional Representation (PR)
	Majoritarian

	Australia
	
	

	Belarus
	
	Two ballots run-off system

	Bulgaria
	Highest average d’Hondt
	

	Canada
	
	

	Chile
	
	

	Spain
	
	

	USA
	
	

	Great Britain
	
	Plurality

	Netherlands
	
	

	Norway
	
	

	Peru
	
	

	Poland
	Saint-Lägue modified (1st divisor is 1.4)
	

	Portugal
	Highest average d’Hondt
	

	Czech Republic
	
	

	Switzerland
	Hare (Cantons of Fribourg, Ticiono and Vaud), Hagenbach-Bishoff (remaining districts) e Two ballots run-off system (Appenzell ª Rh., Appenzell I. Rh., and Graubunden)
	


2.2.2 District size

	
	Nº of mandates
	Nº of electoral districts
	Average size of electoral districts (Nº of mandates/Nº of electoral districts) 

	Australia
	
	
	

	Belarus
	110
	110
	1.0

	Bulgaria
	240
	31
	7.7

	Canada
	
	
	

	Chile
	
	
	

	Spain
	
	52
	

	USA
	
	
	

	Great Britain
	641 (+18 from Ulster)
	641
	1.0

	Netherlands
	
	
	

	Israel
	
	
	

	Norway
	
	
	

	Peru
	120
	1
	120

	Poland
	460
	41
	11.22

	Portugal
	230
	22
	10.4

	Czech Republic
	
	
	

	Sweden
	
	
	

	Switzerland
	200
	26
	7.7


2.2.3 Legal thresholds

	
	Legal thresholds:

	
	National
	Regional
	District

	Australia
	
	
	

	Belarus
	
	
	

	Bulgaria
	4%
	
	

	Canada
	
	
	

	Chile
	
	
	

	Spain
	3% 
	
	

	USA
	
	
	

	Great Britain
	
	
	

	Netherlands
	
	
	

	Israel
	
	
	

	Norway
	
	
	

	Peru
	
	
	

	Poland
	5% (parties), 8% (coalitions)
	
	

	Portugal
	
	
	

	Czech Republic
	
	
	

	Sweden
	
	
	

	Switzerland
	
	
	10 % (Neuchatel) 8 % (Valais) 7.5% (Fribough) 7% (Geneve)  5% (Basel-Stadt and Vaud) quorum? (Aargau e Ticino)


2.2.4 Type of suffrage

	
	Nominal vote (no list)
	Nominal vote with alternatives (no list)
	Closed Lists
	Flexible Lists, but in practice virtually closed 
	Flexible Lists
	Flexible Lists, but in practice virtually open
	Open Lists

	Australia
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Belarus
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bulgaria
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Canada
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Chile
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Spain
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	USA
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Great Britain
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Netherlands
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Israel
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Norway
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Peru
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	Poland
	
	
	
	
	
	X


	

	Portugal
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Czech Republic
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sweden
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Switzerland
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X


2.2.5 Voting procedures

	
	Voting procedure
	How many votes can they cast
	Are the votes transferable?
	If more than one vote can be cast, can they be cumulated?
	Other characteristics



	
	
	
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No
	

	Australia
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Belarus
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bulgaria
	Vote on list
	1
	
	
	
	
	

	Canada
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Chile
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Spain
	
	1
	
	X
	
	
	

	USA
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Great Britain
	Vote on candidate
	1
	
	X
	
	
	

	Netherlands
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Israel
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Norway
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Peru
	Vote on list and can choose 2 candidates
	2
	
	X
	
	X
	

	Poland
	Chose a candidate from the list
	1
	
	X
	
	
	

	Portugal
	Vote on list
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Czech Republic
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sweden
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Switzerland
	Vote in candidates or in lists (not in both)
	2 
	X
	
	
	
	


2.2.6 Allowed Electoral Alliances

	
	Are joint lists possible?
	Is Apparentement possible?
	Can candidates run with the endorsement of more than 1 party?
	Do parties withdraw their lists or candidates in some constituencies urging their supporters to vote for another party?
	Other alliances?

	
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No

	Australia
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Belarus
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bulgaria
	X
	
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	
	
	

	Canada
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Chile
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Spain
	X
	
	X 
	
	X
	
	X 
	
	
	

	USA
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Great Britain
	X
	
	
	X
	X
	
	X
	
	
	

	Netherlands
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Israel
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Norway
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Peru
	X
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Poland
	X
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	X
	
	

	Portugal
	X
	
	
	X
	X


	
	X


	
	
	

	Czech Republic
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sweden
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Switzerland
	X
	
	X
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	


2.3 Multiple segments systems

2.3.1 Nº of segments

	
	Nº of segments
	Total nº of mandates 
	Nº of mandates of the 1st segment/Total nº of mandates
	Nº of mandates of the 2nd segment/Total nº of mandates

	South Korea
	2
	273
	227/273
	46/273

	Israel
	2
	120
	119/120
	1/120

	Japan
	2
	480
	300/480
	180/480

	Lithuania
	
	
	
	

	Russia
	
	
	
	

	Tailand 
	2
	500
	400/500
	100/500

	Taiwan
	
	
	
	

	Ukraine
	2
	450
	225/450
	225/450


2.3.2 Electoral methods

	
	1st Segment
	2nd Segment

	
	Proportional Representation (PR)
	Majoritarian
	Proportional Representation (PR)
	Majoritarian

	South Korea
	
	Plurality
	X
	

	Israel
	D’Hondt method (Hagenbach-Bishopf variant)
	
	
	Two ballots run-off system 

	Japan
	
	Plurality
	Highest average d’Hondt
	

	Lithuania
	
	
	
	

	Russia
	
	
	
	

	Tailand 
	
	X
	X
	

	Taiwan
	Single non-transferable vote
	
	
	

	Ukraine
	
	Two ballots run-off system
	X
	


2.3.3 District size

	
	1st Segment
	2nd Segment

	
	Nº of mandates of the primary electoral districts/Nº of primary electoral districts 
	Nº of mandates of the secondary electoral districts/Nº of secondary electoral districts 
	Nº of mandates of the tertiary electoral districts/Nº of tertiary electoral districts 


	Nº of mandates of the primary electoral districts/Nº of primary electoral districts 
	Nº of mandates of the secondary electoral districts/Nº of secondary electoral districts 
	Nº of mandates of the tertiary electoral districts/Nº of tertiary electoral districts 



	South Korea
	1

(227/227)
	
	
	46

(46/1)
	
	

	Israel
	119/1
	
	
	1/1
	
	

	Japan
	1

(300/300)
	
	
	180/11
	
	

	Lithuania
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Russia
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tailand 
	400/400
	
	
	
	
	

	Taiwan
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ukraine
	1

(225/225)
	
	
	225

(225/1)
	
	


2.3.4 Legal  thresholds
	
	1st Segment
	2nd Segment

	
	Legal thresholds:
	Legal thresholds:

	
	National
	Regional
	District
	National
	Regional
	District

	South Korea
	
	
	3%-5%
	5%
	
	

	Israel
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Japan
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lithuania
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Russia
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tailand 
	
	
	
	5%
	
	

	Taiwan
	5%
	
	
	
	
	

	Ukraine
	
	
	
	4%
	
	


2.3.5 Type of suffrage

	
	1st Segment
	2nd Segment

	
	Nominal vote (no list)
	Closed Lists
	Flexible Lists, but in practice virtually closed 
	Flexible Lists
	Flexible Lists, but in practice virtually open
	Open Lists
	Nominal vote (no list)
	Closed Lists
	Flexible Lists, but in practice virtually closed 
	Flexible Lists
	Flexible Lists, but in practice virtually open
	Open Lists

	South Korea
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Israel
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	X 
	
	
	
	
	

	Japan
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Lithuania
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Russia
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tailand 
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Taiwan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ukraine
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


2.3.6 Voting procedures

	
	1st Segment
	2nd Segment

	
	Voting procedure
	How many votes can they cast
	Are the votes transferable?
	If more than one vote can be cast, can they be cumulated?
	Other characteristics


	Voting procedure
	How many votes can they cast
	Are the votes transferable?
	If more than one vote can be cast, can they be cumulated?


	Other characteristics

	
	
	
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No
	
	
	
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No
	

	South Korea
	Vote in candidates and in lists
	1
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Israel
	Vote in lists and in the candidates to prime minister
	2
	
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Japan
	Vote in candidates
	1
	
	X
	
	
	
	Vote in lists
	1
	
	X
	
	
	

	Lithuania
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Russia
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tailand 
	Vote in candidates
	1
	
	X
	
	
	
	Vote in lists
	1
	
	X
	
	
	

	Taiwan
	
	1
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ukraine
	Vote in candidates and in lists
	2
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


2.3.7 Allowed Electoral Alliances

	
	Are joint lists possible?
	Is Apparentement possible?
	Can candidates run with the endorsement of more than 1 party?
	Do parties withdraw their lists or candidates in some constituencies urging their supporters to vote for another party?
	Other alliances?

	
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No

	South Korea
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	
	X
	
	
	

	Israel
	X
	
	X
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	

	Japan
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	

	Lithuania
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Russia
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tailand 
	
	X
	
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Taiwan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ukraine
	X
	
	
	X


	X
	
	X
	
	
	


2.4 Multiple tiers systems

2.4.1.1 Nº of tiers

	
	Nº of tiers
	Total nº of mandates 
	Nº of mandates in the 1st tier/ Total nº of mandates
	Nº of mandates in the 2nd tier/ Total nº of mandates

	Germany
	
	
	
	

	Denmark
	2
	
	135/175
	40/175

	Slovenia
	
	
	
	

	Hungary
	3 
	386
	176/386
	(152+58)/386

	Iceland
	2
	63
	50/63
	13/63

	Mexico
	2
	500
	300/500
	200/500

	Norway
	2
	165
	157/165
	8/165

	New Zealand
	2
	120
	69/120
	51/120

	Romania
	2
	
	
	

	Sweden
	2
	349
	310/349
	39/349


2.4.1.2 Tier linkage

	
	Linkage between the tiers

	Germany
	

	Denmark
	

	Slovenia
	

	Hungary
	The votes cast for non elected candidates are transferred and utilized in the 3rd tier

	Iceland
	The votes of each party in the several districts are added to attribute the supplemental mandates 

	Mexico
	The votes obtained by the candidates of each party are added to determinate the % of votes in the 2nd tier

	Norway
	The 2nd tier is utilized to compensate the disproportionality of the 1st tier. 

	New Zealand
	The 2nd tier is utilized to compensate the disproportionality of the 1st tier 

	Romania
	

	Sweden
	The 2nd  tier is utilized to compensate the disproportionality of the 1st tier


2.4.2 Electoral methods

	
	1st tier
	2nd tier

	
	Proportional Representation (PR)
	Majoritarian
	Proportional Representation (PR)
	Majoritarian

	Germany
	
	
	
	

	Denmark
	Saint-Lague highest average
	
	
	

	Slovenia
	
	
	
	

	Hungary
	
	Two ballots run-off system
	Hagenbach-Bischoff Quota 

+ 

Highest average d’Hondt
	

	Iceland
	Hare largest remains
	
	Highest average d’Hondt
	

	Mexico
	Plurality
	
	Hare largest remains
	

	Norway
	Saint-Iague modified (1st divisor is 1.4)
	
	Saint-Iague modified (1st divisor is 1.4)
	

	New Zealand
	
	Plurality
	Saint-Lague highest average 
	

	Romania
	Hare largest remains
	
	Highest average d’Hondt
	

	Sweden
	Odd numbers adjusted method (Saint Lague?)
	
	Odd numbers adjusted method (Saint Lague?)
	


2.4.3 District size
	
	1st tier
	2nd tier

	
	Nº of mandates of the primary electoral districts/Nº of primary electoral districts 
	Nº of mandates of the secondary electoral districts/Nº of secondary electoral districts 
	Nº of mandates of the tertiary electoral districts/Nº of tertiary electoral districts 


	Nº of mandates of the primary electoral districts/Nº of primary electoral districts 
	Nº of mandates of the secondary electoral districts/Nº of secondary electoral districts 
	Nº of mandates of the tertiary electoral districts/Nº of tertiary electoral districts 



	Germany
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Denmark
	135/17
	
	
	40/17
	40/3
	40/1

	Slovenia
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hungary
	176/176
	
	
	152/20
	58/1
	

	Iceland
	50/8
	13/1
	
	
	
	

	Mexico
	300/300
	200/5
	
	
	
	

	Norway
	157/19
	
	
	8/1
	
	

	New Zealand
	69/69
	
	
	51/1
	
	

	Romania
	?/42
	?/1
	
	
	
	

	Sweden
	310/29
	
	
	39/1
	
	


2.4.4 Legal thresholds

	
	1st tier
	2nd tier

	
	Legal thresholds:
	Legal thresholds:

	
	National
	Regional
	District
	National
	Regional
	District

	Germany
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Denmark
	No
	
	
	2% 
	
	

	Slovenia
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hungary
	
	
	
	5%
	
	

	Iceland
	
	
	2/3 of Hare’s Quota (nº of total votes/nº of mandates)
	1 mandate in the 1st tier
	
	

	Mexico
	
	
	
	2% and the  % of mandates cannot be larger than the % of votes + 8%

(largest party)
	
	

	Norway
	
	
	
	4%
	
	

	New Zealand
	
	
	
	5% or 1 mandate in the 1st tier
	
	

	Romania
	3% 
	
	
	
	
	

	Sweden
	4%
	
	 12% 
	
	
	


2.4.5 Type of suffrage

	
	1st tier
	2nd tier

	
	Nominal vote (no list)
	Closed Lists
	Flexible Lists, but in practice virtually closed 
	Flexible Lists
	Flexible Lists, but in practice virtually open
	Open Lists
	Nominal vote (no list)
	Closed Lists
	Flexible Lists, but in practice virtually closed 
	Flexible Lists
	Flexible Lists, but in practice virtually open
	Open Lists

	Germany
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Denmark
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Slovenia
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hungary
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Iceland
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mexico
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Norway
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	New Zealand
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Romania
	
	X ?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sweden
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


2.4.6 Voting procedures
	
	1st tier
	2nd tier

	
	Voting procedure
	How many votes can they cast
	Are the votes transferable?
	If more than one vote can be cast, can they be cumulated?
	Other characteristics


	Voting procedure
	How many votes can they cast
	Are the votes transferable?
	If more than one vote can be cast, can they be cumulated?


	Other characteristics

	
	
	
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No
	
	
	
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No
	

	Germany
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Denmark
	Vote on candidates or in lists (not in both)
	
	
	
	
	
	Votes in a candidate also count for the party (pooling)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Slovenia
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hungary
	Vote on a candidate and on a list (both)
	2
	X
	
	
	X
	If there is less of 50% turnout, there must be a 2nd ballot 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Iceland
	Vote on a list  and may change it’s order if 50%+ of voters do so.
	1
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mexico
	Vote only on the candidate of their district
	1
	
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Norway
	Vote on a list 
	1
	No
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	New Zealand
	Vote on candidates
	1
	
	X
	
	X
	
	Vote on a list 
	1
	
	X
	
	X
	

	Romania
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sweden
	Vote on lists but can express preference for a candidate
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


2.4.7 Allowed Electoral Alliances
	
	Are joint lists possible?
	Is Apparentement possible?
	Can candidates run with the endorsement of more than 1 party?
	Do parties withdraw their lists or candidates in some constituencies urging their supporters to vote for another party?
	Other alliances?

	
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No

	Germany
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Denmark
	
	X
	
	X
	
	X
	
	X
	X 

Parties have allowed other parties to have candidates on their lists, although it’s rare  
	

	Slovenia
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hungary
	X
	
	X
	
	X
	
	X
	
	
	

	Iceland
	X
	
	
	X
	
	X


	
	X


	
	

	Mexico
	X
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	X
	
	

	Norway
	X
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	+
	
	

	New Zealand
	X
	
	
	X
	X
	
	X
	
	
	

	Romania
	X
	
	
	X
	
	X
	X


	
	
	

	Sweden
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


� Only the lower chamber





